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Thank you, 
Council 

Members!



VICTORY: NO TRAINS LOST TO 
PRIIA SECTION 209

All 19 agencies in the 18 affected states have agreements 
with Amtrak.  

This is a tribute to NARP’s advocacy, to strong public 
support for trains, and to the ability of state and local 
officials to respond appropriately. 
A big increase in the number of public officials who are 
learning about passenger trains – some of them likely 
will serve in Congress some day.
Amtrak must earn states’ willingness to renew.



INDIANA & PENNSYLVANIA: MODELS 
FOR CITIZEN ACTION FOR TRAINS
Pennsylvanian safe for another year, thanks to the work of thanks to 
citizen pressure from Western Pennsylvanians for Passenger Rail and 
NARP.   (But SEPTA threatens major service cuts January 1 absent 
immediate, additional capital funding.)

Indiana Gov.  Pence’s decision to support a 12-to-16-month extension 
of Hoosier State is a huge victory for which we can share credit—going 
back to our 2006 recognition of Crawfordsville H.S. students.    

NARP Member Bill Malcolm appears on TV at a Save the Hoosier State rally



INDIANA STUDENTS GET ENGAGED
In 1995, Crawfordsville High School students cleaned, refurbished 
and landscaped the Amtrak station area.
Purdue University students rely upon daily Amtrak service to 
Lafayette.  Purdue’s student government passed a resolution 
calling on the state to fund the Hoosier State.

Crawfordsville HS students at NARP’s 2006 
Hill Reception,  (May, 2006, NARP News)
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TRAINS’ GROWING IMPORTANCE
31.6 million Amtrak riders in FY 2013 = ninth ridership 
record in the last ten years, and 1% over 2012.  Amtrak 
carried more than one rider for every second of the year 
(31.5 million seconds in a year).
Ticket revenues up  4.2% to $2.1 billion, another record
Long-distance ridership “best in 20 years,” up 0.4% vs. 2012
NEC second-best year in Amtrak history in spite of Sandy, 
Boston Marathon bombings, Metro-North T’sgiving closure
Other short corridors up 2.2%; 



BICYCLE TEST

Capitol Ltd. roll-on bicycle test last 
Tuesday – First recent unboxed 
carriage of bicycles on Superliners
http://narprail.org/news/narp-
blog/2407-capltd-biketest



POSITIVE TRAIN CONTROL

Grady Cothen recommends 3-year deadline 
extension (to December 2018) conditioned on:

Preventing restricted-speed rear end collisions
Prohibiting judicial review of implementing 
regulations based on “cost-benefit theories and 
quibbles about risk estimates”
Require FRA to add lines with significant risk of 
PTC-preventable accidents, with 2020 deadline.



POSITIVE TRAIN CONTROL

JR East plans to get business benefits such as increased 
capacity and reduced headways from its version of PTC.   
The railway anticipates eliminating wayside signaling which 
will reduce inspection and maintenance costs. 
Two PTC preventable tragedies:  Commuter train crashed 
into Buenos Aires [Once] station yesterday morning 
(Saturday) -- nearly 100 injured at same place where similar 
accident killed 51 last year.



SELF-PROCLAIMED AMTRAK COMMUNITIES



CHALLENGE OF SEQUESTRATION

Am-
trak

FY13
+14??

FY12 FY11 FY10

Ops. 443 466 561 563
C&D 904 952 923 1,007
Total 1,347 1,418 1,484 1,565



COULD IT GET WORSE?

“So far, the defense industry is likely to be hit the 
hardest, since the automatic cuts, known as 
sequestration, set for January would slice an 
additional $20 billion from the Pentagon’s budget.
“Republicans on Capitol Hill are determined to 
mitigate those cuts by spreading them among 
various social programs, like education and Social 
Security …”                                    –NYT, Oct. 20



COVERAGE OF OUR MEETING

Railroad passengers group push 
for Jacksonville-New Orleans line

www.bizjournals.com/jacksonville/news/2
013/10/18/railroad-passengers-
jacksonville.html


